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A  GENERAL  BOOKLIST  ON  URBAN  DESIGN 

compiled  by  Roger  Montgomery,  Professor  of  Urban  Design, 
Department  of  City  and  Regional  Planning, 
University  of  California. 

This  book. list  is  designed  to  cover  many  of  the  ideas  an  urban 
designer  ought  to  know.  The  list  is  deliberately  eclectic.  It  aims  at 
providing  an  overview  of  civic  design  thought  and  practice  since  the 
late  Nineteenth  Century.  Additionally  it  contains  references  to  the 
housing  and  city  planning  movements  which  played  such  an  important 
part  in  the  recent  evolution  of  urban  design  practice. 

The  list  intentionally  covers  only  part  of  the  subject  matter 
often  included  in  the  field.  It  tries  to  emphasize  the  ideas  most  in- 
fluential in  practice  and  in  discourse  among  the  civic  designers.  Many 
areas  of  concern,  particularly  those  chiefly  identified  with  the  recent 
development  of  specialized  academic  urban  design  endeavors,  have  been 
omitted  or  played  down.  Among  those  areas  which  have  received  inadequate 
attention  in  this  booklist  the  following  may  be  singled  out:  environ- 
mental psychology  particularly  the  psychology  of  perception;  quantita- 
tive, "scientific"  design  methods;  and  many  of  the  perspectives  on  civic 
design  drawn  from  social  science  and  economics. 

These  omissions  in  the  list  may  be  ascribed  to  two  factors:  the 
wrong-headedness  of  the  list's  compiler,  and  the  fact  that  advanced 
urban  design  work  at  Berkeley  is  largely  dedicated  to  these  omitted 
areas.  Given  the  emphasis  of  course  work  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  College  of  Environmental  Design  it  seems  safe  to  leave  the  distri- 
bution of  bibliographies  on  these  missing  topics  to  the  various  courses. 
This  general  booklist  aims  ac  providing  clues  to  the  internalized  values 
of  the  urban  design  profession  outside  the  school.  It  may  be  taken  as 
an  effort  to  define  the  "culture"  of  many  in  an  older  generation  of 
urban  designers.  As  such  it  provides  a  point  of  departure  for  studies 
undertaken  here. 

Probably  few  designers  have  read  all  of  each  of  the  works  cited. 
However,  all  designers  should  be  familiar  with  the  ideas  they  contain. 
These  ideas,  I  submit,  form  a  necessary  background  not  only  to  thinking 
about  design  but  to  designing  itself. 

The  annotations  under  each  entry  attempt  to  encapsulate  the  rea- 
sons why  I  included  the  title.  The  reader  should  be  warned  that  some 
may  grossly  misrepresent  things.  I  should  welcome  comments  about  these 
annotations  and  suggestions  for  deletions  and  additions  to  the  list. 

Starred  items  are  available  in  inexpensive  paperback  editions 
though  the  list  of  these  changes  continuously  and  may  not  be  entirely 
accurate  here. 
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C.  Abrams,  The  City  is  the  Frontier.  New  York:  Harper.  1965. 

A  commentary  on  the  housing  and  urban  renewal  movement  mark- 
ed by  the  lucidity  and  originality  of  the  author's  insights 
into  the  past  and  present  and  his  proposals  for  the  future. 

.>  Man's  Struggle  for  Shelter  in  an  Urbanizing  World.  Cambridge: 


MIT.   1964. 


In  this  account  of  world  housing  problems  and  the  programs 
designed  to  solve  them,  Abrams  provides  an  important  per- 
spective for  viewers  from  the  affluent  society. 

C.  Alexander,  Notes  on  the  Synthesis  of  Form.  Cambridge:  Harvard.  1964. 

Alexander  proposes  that  design  problems  be  decomposed  into 
sub^-sets  having  maximum  interaction  between  elements.  The  sub- 
sets form  manageable  sub-problems  which  may  be  solved,  then 
compiled  together  into  a  solution  to  the  design  problem  as 
a  whole. 

E.  N.  Bacon,  Design  of  Cities.  New  York:  Viking.  1967. 

Bacon,  Timecoverman,  renaissanceman  and  all,  has  personified 
urban  design  in  postwar  America.  This  account  gives  the  genesis 
of  his  sensibility.  I  take  Bacon  seriously. 

"Urban  Design  as  a  Force  in  Comprehensive  Planning."  Journal 


of  the  American  Institute  of  Planners,  v.  29,  n.  1,  February  1963,  pp.  2-8, 

A  summary  of  Bacon's  influential  notions  on  the  role  of 

urban  design.  This  essay  appears  synopsized  in  Design  of  Cities, 

C.  Bauer,  Modern  Housing.   New  York:  Houghton  Mifflin.   1934. 

Viith  this  book,  Catherine  Bauer  triggered  the  public  hous- 
ing movement  in  the  United  States.  European  social  housing 
of  the  1920 's  forms  its  main  substance,  but  it  helped  launch 
the  campaign  that  eventually  led  to  public  housing,  urban  re- 
newal, metropolitan  planning,  etc. 

H.  Blumenfeld,  "Scale  in  Civic  Design."  Toi.n  Planning  Review,  v.  24, 
n.  1,  April  1953,  pp.  35-46.  Reprinted  in  H.  Blumenfeld,  The  Modern 
Metropolis:  It9  Origins,  Growth,  Characteristics,  and  Planning  (P. 
Spreiregen,  ed.).  Cambridge:  MIT.  1967.  pp.  216-234. 

Beginning  with  optical  principals  Blumenfeld  discusses  many 
aspects  of  scale,  and  ends  by  questioning  whether  a  compre- 
hensive civic  design  is  possible. 
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D.  A.  Crane,  "Architecture  and  the  Urban  Revolution,"  Connection, 
Winter  1966,  pp.  26-31. 

Taking  off  from  his  years  of  designing  and  planning  at 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  teaching  at  Penn, 
Crane  summarizes  what  he  has  learned  and  issues  a  mani- 
festo on  future  architectural  and  urban  design  practice. 

,  "The  Public  Art  of  City  Building,"  The  Annals  of  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  v.  352,  March  1964,  pp. 
84-94. 

An  earlier  synoptic  statement  of  design  principle  and  belief. 

G.  Cullen,  Townscape.  New  York:   Reinhold.   1961. 

In  the  years  after  the  second  war,  Gordon  Cullen,  writing 
and  drawing  for  the  pages  of  Architectural  Review,  had  a 
major  role  in  the  rebirth  of  interest  in  civic  design.  He 
called  it  "townscape. "  This  work  reprints  much  of  the  best 
stuff  from  AR  and  adds  some  continuity. 

C.  A.  Doxiadis,  Architecture  in  Transition.  New  York:  Oxford.  1963. 

The  formal  statement  of  the  Doxiadis  line  against  artistic 
megalomania,  in  favor  of  a  modestly  humane  social  archi- 
tecture and  in  favor  of  the  author's  pat  solutions. 

J.  Friedmann  and  J.  Miller,  "The  Urban  Field,"  Journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Planners,  v.  31,  n.  4,  November  1965,  pp.  78-84. 

The  authors  suggest  a  new  theory  of  megalopolitan  form 
that  tries  to  correspond  more  closely  to  the  apparent 
patterns  of  modern  urbanization. 

A.  B.  Gallion  and  S.  Eisner,  The  Urban  Pattern.  Princeton:  Van  Nos- 
trand.  1963  (2nd  edition  revised). 

This  well-worn  city  planning  text  surveys  so  much  that  is 
relevant  background  for  urban  design  that  it  demands  a 
place  on  a  list  of  basic  sources. 

S.  Giedion,  Space,  Time,  and  Architecture.  Cambridge:  Harvard.  1967 
(5th  edition  revised). 

Giedion's  view  of  the  modern  movement  in  architecture 
has  been  the  dominant  one  for  nearly  a  generation.  The 
relationship  he  sees  between  architecture  and  city 
planning  (urban  design)  is  equally  the  accepted  view  in 
most  places. 
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*P.  Goodman  and  P.  Goodman,  Communitas:  Ways  of  Livelihood  and  Means 
of  Life.  New  York:  Chicago.  1948.  New  York:  Vintage.  1960.  (paper 
edition,  revised). 

The  most  important  critical  and  theoretical  consideration 
of  urban  plans  by  an  American  author,  Communitas  has 
been  called  by  David  Riesman  "a  revival  of  the  tradition 
of  Utopian  thinking."  The  Goodmans'  three  paradigms  should 
be  in  every  urban  designer's  vocabulary. 

*W.  Gropius,  Scope  of  Total  Architecture.  New  York:  Harper.  1955.  New 
York:  Collier.  1962.  (paperback  edition). 

A  collection  of  Gropius'  important  writings  from  his 
days  as  Bauhaus  director  until  his  retirement  from  the 
Graduate  School  of  Design  at  Harvard  in  1952. 

V.  Gruen  and  Associates,  Greater  Fort  Worth  Tomorrow.  Los  Angeles:  V. 
Gruen  and  Associates.  1956. 

This  report  states  a  landmark  concept  in  renewal  planning. 
The  idea  is  repeated  more  elaborately  in  his  later  work, 
The  Heart  of  Our  Cities  (New  York,  1964). 

E.  A.  Gutkind,  Our  World  from  the  Air.  Garden  City:  Doubleday.  1952. 

A  splendid  picture  book  of  human  settlement  from  pre- 
history to  present,  from  China  to  North  America,  from 
Africa  to  North  Europe. 

W.  Hegemann  and  E.  Peets,  The  American  Vitruvius:  An  Architect's 
Handbook  in  Civic  Art.  New  York:  Architectural  Book  Publishing 
Company.  1922. 

This  monster  picture  book  is  a  treasure  trove  of  pre- 
modern  civic  splendors  and  some  very  good  little  known 
early  urban  design. 

*L.  Hilberseimer,  Entfaltpng  Einer  Planningsidee.  Berlin:  Ullstein.  1963, 

A  more  comprehensive  treatment  of  the  Hilberseimer  planning 
system,  and  a  more  timely  one,  than  is  available  in  his 
three  American  books  on  planning:  The  New  City  (1944),  The 
New  Regional  Pattern  (1949),  and  The  Nature  of  Cities  (1955). 

A.  0.  Hirschman  and  C.  E.  Lindblom,  "Economic  Development,  Research 
and  Development,  Policy  Making:  Some  Convergent  Views,"  Behavioral 
Science,  v.  7,  pp.  211-222. 

The  "muddle  through"  alternative  to  rational  planning 
gets  convincing  support  in  this  short  article. 
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*E.  Howard,  Garden  Cities  of  To-Morrow.  London:  Faber  and  Faber.  1946 
(new  edition).  Cambridge:  MIT.  1965.  (paper  edition). 

The  manifesto  of  the  new  town  and  garden  cities  suburbs 
movement.  Originally  published  by  Howard  in  1898,  this 
post  war  edition  has  useful  introductory  essays  by  F.  J. 
Osborn  and  Lewis  Mumford. 

*J.  Jacobs,  The  Death  and  Life  of  Great  American  Cities.  New  York: 
Random  House.  1961. 

Jane  Jacobs  started  the  anti-planning,  anti-design  mood 
that  has  gripped  American  intellectuals  in  the  1960's. 
Her  chapter  19  tells  why  the  city  cannot  and  should  not 
be  a  work  of  art, 

L.  I.  Kahn,  Mill  Creek  Redevelopment  Area  Plan.  Philadelphia:  Phila- 
delphia City  Planning  Commission.  1954. 

The  plan  represented  the  first  complete  statement  of  large 
area  city  design  through  conservation  and  coordinated  public 
works.  Well  illustrated. 

T.  J.  Kent,  The  Urban  General  Plan.  San  Francisco:  Chandler.  1965. 

The  most  consistently  argued  view  of  the  role  of  compre- 
hensive planning  in  the  U.S.  Kent  comes  the  closest  of 
anyone  to  providing  a  rational  basis  for  the  plan,  and, 
in  doing  so,  polarizes  a  major  debate  about  planning  in 
America. 

Le  Corbusier,  (C.  E.  Jeanneret-Gris) ,  The  City  of  Tomorrow  and  Its 
Planning.  London:  Rodker.  1929. 

English  translation  of  the  1924  work,  Urbanism,  which 
first  stated  Le  Corbusier's  vision  of  a  city  of  towers 
in  verdure. 

.  Concerning  Town  Planning.  London:  Architectural  Press.  1947. 
New  Haven:  Yale.  1543. 

By  sketches  and  words  in  answer  to  a  series  of  questions  on 
planning  and  urban  design,  Le  Corbusier  states  the  main 
elements  of  his  position. 

,  Le  Corbusier:  Tcxtes  et  Planches.  Paris:  Vincent,  Freal,  1960, 

The  best  one-volume  synopsis  of  a  monumental  life  work.  The 
six  volumes  of  the  Oeuvre  Complete,  and  the  single  volume, 
Le  Corbusier:  1910-60.  cover  the  same  ground  but  without 
the  same  visual  spirit. 
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*E.  J.  Logue,  "The  Impact  of  Folitical  and  Social  Forces  on  Design," 
L.  B.  Holland  (editor),  Who  Designs  America?  Garden  City:  Doubleday 
Anchor.  1966. 

Logue  argues  there  is  no  constituency  for  good  design  but 
the  designers  themselves,  thus  the  designers  must  politic 
their  way  to  sufficient  power  to  force  good  design. 

London  County  Council,  The  Planning  of  a  New  Town.  London:  London 
County  Council.  1961. 

This  detailed  report  on  the  aborted  planning  effort  for  the 
new  town  of  Hook  has  become  a  landmark  in  both  design  and 
planning  method. 

K.  Lynch,  "City  Design  and  City  Appearance,"  in  W.  I.  Goodman  and  E. 
C.  Freund  (editors),  Principles  and  Practice  of  Urban  Planning.  Wash- 
ington: International  City  Managers'  Association.  1968.  pp.  249-276. 

Lynch  has  given  urban  design  its  working  vocabulary.  This, 
his  latest  contribution,  continues  in  that  tradition.  Must 
reading. 

,  "Environmental  Adaptability,"  Journal  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Planners,  v.  24,  n.  1,  1958,  pp.  16-24. 

This  is  not  the  easiest  of  Professor  Lynch's  essays,  but 
the  subject  of  adaptability  and  flexibility  in  the  built 
environment  has  never  been  better  treated. 

,  "The  Form  of  Cities,"  Scientific  American,  v.  190,  n.  4, 


April  1954,  pp.  54-63. 


This  paper  sets  forth  a  set  of  five  qualities  or  aspects 
of  city  form,  and  sets  scaler  values  for  various  city  types 
within  each  of  these  categories. 

The  Image  of  the  City.  Cambridge:  MIT.  1960. 

A  monument  in  modern  thought  about  the  form  of  the  city, 
it  deals  with  perception  and  its  role  in  a  person's  orienta- 
tion to  his  environment.  Lynch's  word  "imagcability"  de- 
notes those  form  qualities  that  provide  orientation,  which 
make  the  city  legible.  Imageability  is  now  ensconced  as  an 
official  goal  of  city  design,  testifying  to  the  remarkable 
impact  of  this  book. 

"Quality  in  City  Design,"  in  L.  B.  Holland  (editor)  Who 


Designs  America?  Garden  City:  Doubleday  Anchor.  1966. 

Lynch  proposes  a  set  of  performance  standards  by  which  to 
measure  the  worth  of  a  settlement. 
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,  Site  Planning.  Cambridge:  MIT.  1962. 

A  textbook  which  contains  such  a  splendid  set  of  heuristics 
for  site  planning  (and  project  design),  it  belongs  on  every- 
one's basic  book  list. 

*M.  Meyerson  and  E.  C.  Banfield,  Politics,  Planning  and  the  Public 
Interest.  Glencoe:  Free  Press.  1955.  New  York:  Free  Press.  1964. 
(paperback  edition). 

This  is  the  classic  analysis  of  planning  in  a  "free  society" 
that  is,  in  the  United  States.  The  Meyerson-Banf ield  finding, 
that  rational  planning  is  practically  an  impossibility,  has 
been  confirmed  in  many  studies  since  1955  when  this  one 
appeared. 

L.  Mumford,  The  Culture  of  Cities.  New  York:  Harcourt,  Brace.  1938. 

A  landmark  in  our  understanding  of  urbanism  not  replaced  b> 
the  later  expanded,  more  polemical  The  City  in  History. 

0.  Newman  (editor),  CIAM  1959  in  Otterloo.  New  York:  Kramer.  1961. 

A  comprehensive  report  on  the  highly  charged  last  meeting  of 
the  Congress   Internationaux  d 'Architecture  Moderne.  (CIAM). 

*M.  Ohtaka  and  F.  Maki,  "Group  Form:  Some  Thoughts  on  Collective  Form," 
unpublished,  hectographed  St.  Louis,  1961. 

The  first  statement  of  the  compositional  form,  megaform, 
group  form  triad.  Available  in  a  revised  short  version 
with  another  paper  on  linkage  in  Maki,  Investigations  in 
Collective  Fom.  St.  Louis:  School  of  Architecture,  1964. 
A  paperback. 

C.  A.  Perry,  "The  Neighborhood  Unit:  A  Scheme  of  Arrangement  for  the 
Family-Life  Community,"  The  Regional  Survey  of  New  York  and  Its  Environs, 
v.  7.  New  York:  Regional  Plan  of  New  _'ork  and  Its  Environs.  1929.  pp. 
22-140. 

The  first  comprehensive  articulation  of  neighborhood  unit 
theory  which,  along  with  Radburn  planning,  is  the  major 
U.  S.  contribution  to  residential  area  design. 

S.  E.  Rasmussen,  Towns  and  Buildings.  Cambridge:  Harvard.  1951. 

A  particularly  ingratiating  piece  of  urban  cpnnoisseurship 
largely  historical  in  outlook  and  graced  by  beautiful  marginal 
sketches  and  handsome  scale  drawings  of  monuments. 

T.  A.  Reiner,  The  Place  of  the  Ideal  Community  in  Urban  Planning.  Phila- 
delphia: Pennsylvania.  1963.- 

A  good  source  of  Utopian  plans  analyzed  in  a  disciplined,  com- 
parative manner. 
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P.  Ritter,  Planning  for  Man  and  Motor.  New  York:  Pergamon.  1964. 

A  giant  source  book  encyclopedia  of  Radburn  plans  and 
Radburn  planning. 

L.  Rodwin,  The  Future  Metropolis.  New  York:  Braziller.  1961.  (Also 
appeared  as  a  number  of  Daedalus ,  v.  90,  n.  1,  Winter  1961). 

A  collection  of  essays,  by  various  notable  authors,  on  sub- 
jects ranging  from  the  social  system  of  the  metropolis  to 
the  possibilities  of  the  city  as  an  expressive  artwork.  A 
particularly  effective  treatment  of  tomorrow's  probable 
solutions  and  failures  to  solve  today's  urban  problems. 

*A.  L.  Schorr,  Slums  and  Social  Insecurity.  Washington,  D.C.:  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office.  1963. 

A  tremendously  helpful  review  of  271  works  of  social  research 
chiefly  in  the  field  of  housing-behavior  relationships.  This 
comes  as  close  as  anything  to  giving  a  clear  understanding  of 
current  knowledge  about  man-environment  interaction.  It  draws 
largely  on  empirical  research  among  poor  people.  A  highly 
recommended  basic  book. 

*C.  Sitte,  City  Planning  According  to  Artistic  Principles.  New  York: 
Random  House.  1965.  (Translated  by  G.  R.  and  C.  C.  Collins). 

A  new  translation  of  a  basic  civic  design  text  which, 
since  published  in  1889  in  Vienna,  has  become  a  classic 
work. 

*A.  Smithson  (editor),  "Team  10  Primer  1953-62."  Architectural  Design, 
v.  32,  n.  12,  December  1962,  pp.  559-602.  Reprinted  as  A.  Smithson  (editor), 
Team  lO.Prirer.  London:  Standard  Catalog  Co.  1965. 

Team  10  represents  the  liveliest  international  for«e  in  urban 
design  since  World  War  II.  This  reviews  their  ideas  and  ideol- 
ogy. A  later  number  of  the  same  journal  (v.  34,  n.  8,  August 
1964,  pp.  373-393)  illustrated  current  work  of  team  members. 
This  too  was  reprinted  in  Smithson,  Team  10  Primer. 

P.  Spreiregen,  Urban  Design:  the  Architecture  of  Towns  and  Cities.  New 
York:  McGraw-Hill.  1965. 

With  the  help  of  hundreds  of  handsome  little  marginal 
sketches  the  author  surveys  the  world  of  urban  design  and 
then  some.  Based  on  secondary  sources  and  the  AIA  party 
line,  some  of  this  book  should  be  taken  lightly. 

*Steering  Group  and  Working  Group,  Ministry  of  Transport,  Traffic  in 
Towns .  London:  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office.  1963. 

The  "Buchanan  Report"  deals  with  remaking  cities  in  order 
to  work  with  cars.  The  paperback  edition  is  abridged. 
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*C.  S.  Stein,  Toward  New  Town.",  for  America.  New  York:  Reinhold.  1957. 
Cambridge:  MIT,  1966.  (paperback). 

Case  histories  of  the  famous  planned  communities  with  which 
Clarence  Stein  was  associated.  Includes  graphics,  analysis 
of  built  results,  and  a  fascinating  introduction  by  Lewis 
Mumford. 

J.  Tyrwhitt,  J.  L.  Sert,  E.  N.  Rogers,  The  Heart  of  the  City.  London: 
Lund  Humphries.  1952, 

While  devoted  to  urban  cores,  this  discussion  forms  a  species 
of  summary  statement  of  the  post-war  position  of  the  pre-war 
CIAM  group. 

*C.  Tunnard  and  H.  H.  Reed,  The  American  Skyline,  the  Growth  and  Form  of 
Our  Cities  and  Towns.  New  York:  Houghton  Mifflin.  1953.  New  York: 
Mentor.  1956.  (paperback  edition). 
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